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Attending: Jalal Aziz (minutes), Naseem Khan (chair), Leila McAlister, Sabeha Miah, Finn Williams 
 
Observers: Alex Bettler, Lara Garcia, Kerry Glencorse, Laura Godfrey-Isaacs, Evon Gregory, Robin Hatton-
Gore, Clare Lovett, Clare Patey, Marine Shah 
 
1. Apologies:  Jenny Bernard, Jean Locker, Alix McAlister  

  
2. Minutes: The January minutes were accepted as an accurate record. 

 
3. Matters arising: No matters arising. 
  
4. Finance, Fund-raising and AGM  
 

Sabeha made a clarion call for outstanding invoices.  Please forward these to Sabeha by March 12th. 
 
Marine reported that the financial controls were now in place.  Each Saturday after the monthly trustees’ 
meeting, Marine and Sabeha will match invoices with expense claims.  Budgets will be updated and 
circulated to budget holders so as to track forecast and actual expenditure.  Each report to the committee 
will list all revenue reconciled with bank statements.   Free and restricted funds will be reported along 
with projected expenditure.  Invoice payments will be processed and paid as submitted.  Each budget 
holder will submit reports for the trustees to review at the monthly meeting.   
 
Draft annual accounts will be presented to committee for their approval at the May meeting before the 
AGM  
 
The FOAC bank balance at the end of Jan 2010 was £14,972.53. 
 
Naseem reported that the application to Mercers was unsuccessful.  Re-application is not possible until 
2013. 

 
5. Sharing Picnic and Music Road  

 
Laura introduced Clare Patey who described the organising idea for the Picnic – around food and 
community. 
 
Central to it would be a community cookbook where 100 recipes will be sought from the community to 
celebrate 100 years of Arnold Circus.  Along with the recipe, participants will be asked to submit a brief 
story behind it. The recipe book will include illustrations developed in workshop sessions at St Hilda’s 
and Virginia school, and donations from local illustrators. It was hoped Abake might design it and Calvert 
Press print it. Paul Bonner, a local illustrator, was suggested. Rochelle canteen has suggested they 
could include a ‘submit a recipe’ form in their menus.  The elders’ group at St Hilda’s will also participate. 
Recipes could be ‘posted’ in a box at the Laundrette and 24-26 Calvert Avenue. Clare needs to have the 
recipes by the end of May to publish in June. A cooking event will take place on the Picnic itself with 
tasting sessions. 
 
Clare asked whether the recipe book could be sold, since that would dictate the print run.  This was 
welcomed. 
 
The Kitchen Orchestra – developed out of prior workshops – would play. If funding allows, an extra 
workshop for the St Hilda’s elders would be very fitting, though doubts had been expressed about the 
cost of transport. Leila pointed out that the Council had been responsible for providing transport for the 
elders who had performed at Circus on the Circus, and they should be contacted. 

 
Laura asked the view of the trustees on approaching local business for support and fundraising, since 
she was aware that the Friends might want to develop longer-term relationships with some of them. She 
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has already made contact with the local firm Cowling and Wilcox and it seems possible that they will 
donate £1,500 to the picnic. The committee congratulated her. 
 
It was felt that corporate type involvement was welcome, but the selling of goods for profit was not since 
it would not be keeping with the ethos of the Friends.  It was agreed that any local business who wished 
to join in should be asked to provide an activity in which people could participate. A nominal charge could 
be made by them to cover costs, but nothing over 50p. All proposals should be run past the trustees for 
their agreement.  
 
Clare Lovett suggested that funders could be credited in the cookbook, an idea that was welcomed.  
 
Laura confirmed that Maki has confirmed his involvement in this year’s events, to general pleasure. 
 

6. Sam's Music and Music Road  
 

Sam sent his apologies and Naseem reported on his behalf.  Since he will also be away for the March 
meeting, a separate meeting with him and whoever can attend has been arranged for March 7th. 
 
His programme is as follows – 
 

• May 23rd - Pavilion Brass Band 
• June 13th (as part of Music Road) - Bavarian Strollers will lead people along Calvert Avenue to 

the Circus where a ceilidh band will take over and dancing be invited. The Kitchen Orchestra will 
then join in, to be followed by Max Reinhardt and Sophie Solomon. 

• July 4th will be a Turkish singer and her group. The event will be teamed with the Carrom 
Championship and the ceremonial release of 100 racing pigeons by Mr Stratton of the Kingsland 
and District Homing Society. 

• August 8th is intended to be a Bengali music slot with the group still to be decided. 
• September 18th will feature a klezmer band whose speciality is the old Yiddish folk songs of 

Whitechapel. 
 
Doubts were voiced about the certainty of the capital works being completed in time for the May 23rd 
event, even the official end date is May 14th. After a discussion over whether to relocate the event, 
continue with it or cancel it, it was felt that the date should be left open and that Pavilion Brass be invited 
to be the first event whenever that proved to be practicable. 
 
Clare Lovett offered to advise on a suitable group for August 8th but it was considered better to drop that 
date, given that funding could be tight. 
 
Naseem reported Sam’s query over publicity: whether, firstly, the Friends approved a flyer that would 
have his own club details on one side and the Arnold Circus ones on the other, the advantage being 
economy and a wider distribution.  This was approved. Secondly, Sam wanted to preserve the Friends’ 
visual identity and suggested the design on the Arnold Circus side could use the usual typeface and 
style. This was felt to be dubious, and it was advised that Maki as originator of the style should be offered 
the chance to design both sides.   
 
Clare Wyatt from Spitalfields Music declared her satisfaction at having her long-standing ambition to 
work with FOAC satisfied, and described plans for the joint event that will open the official annual 
Spitalfields Festival.  
 
The Music Road will start from St Leonard’s at 10.30am, run through Calvert Avenue, navigate around 
the Circus and end up on it. There will be a workshop for a Kitchen Orchestra and children who would 
have created their instruments and piece in a workshop before it will play. The Music Road workshop will 
lead to performance at the Sharing Picnic on July 18th. 
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A dedicated treasure hunt event will run throughout the day, devised and run by eight young people, 
from 14 to 30 years old, who are based in Tower Hamlets. Naseem will introduce the group to the FOAC 
on 13th March. 
 
The event will move up to the Geffrye Museum after 2pm where Amelia Robinson will play.  
 
Clare will work with Marine on a volunteers pool to support this event. 
 
If it does rain, the gallery space in Rochelle will be used. Spitalfields Music will make posters available. 
 
The trustees warmly received the ideas presented which appear very exciting. 

 
7. Board Away Day/Vision Day 
 

Naseem outlined the away day or vision day with a simple agenda of planning for the future.  Sun 18 
April, 3 – 6pm. Leila is to approach Rochelle for use of a space.  Agreed.   

 
8. Calvert windows project and renovation timetable 
 

Evon gave an update on the photography project with Virginia school children. It was intended to follow 
and document the capital works, and although they had been delayed, had started with Year 6. The work 
produced had been fresh and exciting and would go on display in the windows of 24-26 Calvert Avenue. 
 

9. AOB 
 
Finn updated the situation with Wide Open Circus (the electronic noticeboard) for which funding had 
been offered. 
 
The project needs someone to give it development time and Finn had spoken with universities’ design 
departments, Goldsmiths and Camberwell Art College. It is a complex though important project and it 
was felt that it should go ahead: if its complexities proved too great then it could still take place another 
year.  Finn is to let Naseem know about practicality by March 3rd. 

 
Clare suggested the University of East London and will pass on contact details to Finn. 

 
Robin asked if there would be a speaker at the AGM, and it was generally decided that the author of the 
Spitalfields Life blog would be perfect. Leila to make contact. 
 

10. Date of next meeting 
 

25 March at 6:50 pm, Leila’s Café 17 Calvert Avenue. 


