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�
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Present: Naseem Khan (Chair/Minutes), Leila McAlister (Vice-Chair), Jean Locker, Finn Williams, Jamie 
Scott Baxter, Jenny Bernard. 
 
Observers:  Robin Hatton-Gore, Marine Shah, Lara Garcia, Farid Djebrouni. 
 

1. Apologies:  
  
Jalal Aziz, Judy Cox, Sabeha Miah 
 

2. Minutes: the February minutes were accepted as an accurate record. 
 
3. Matters arising:  
 
 The writer of Spitalfields Life declined an invitation to talk at the AGM as he was keen to preserve his 

anonymity.  He was however chuffed to be asked!  
 
 Action: Robin will contact Rachel Liechtenstein and Ian Sinclair to see if either might accept.  
 Action: Jean will ask East Side books for any contacts that might be available.  

 
4. Finance, Fund-raising and AGM  

 
The current balance is £19,450.53, the majority of which is restricted for summer events. £4,000 from 
Tower Hill Trust for gardening and £2,000 from Canary Wharf Group for summer events will be deposited 
in the new HSBC account. The application to City Bridge Trust had not been successful, but the results of 
two more applications (Awards for All, and LBTH) are awaited 
 
Marine explained that draft annual accounts would be ready to be considered by the trustees at the May 
meeting. David Bond has agreed look at them for the purposes of validation.  A projected year’s budget 
will also be available.  
 
The stock of T shirts will need to be counted and their value recorded for the accounts. A discussion 
approved Leila’s idea of a pop-up sale in order to liberate storage space and to raise funding.  In addition, 
Naseem will ask Henry’s guidance over selling T-shirts directly through the blog, and via PayPal. 
 
Action:  Marine will tell Andy and Uli that cheques are waiting for them in the FOAC pigeonhole at St 

Hilda’s. She will also contact Alix over her expenses.  She announced that the HSBC account 
was near to being operative.  

Action:  Naseem will collect the Barclays form from Sabeha. 
 

5. Music Road and Sharing Picnic 
 

A meeting with Sam Lee had decided that the Bengali music concert on August 8th should be moved to 
September 12th. This would be followed by Klezmer Klub on September 19th. 

 
Laura Godfrey-Isaacs has been successful in her application to HLF. The meeting congratulated her.  
 
Naseem said that the BoB Network were willing to help as volunteers during the Carrom, but would not 
make it a partnership event or be able to provide ideas for an organiser. A number of ideas were 
suggested, given that there was a budget: that Alfie be asked; that posters go up in St Hilda’s asking for 
people interested to apply and be interviewed. 
 
Naseem described the work of the Bethnal Green Collaboration. Its officer, Shanaz Rashid had offered to 
support pre-sessions firstly in three primary schools and Bethnal Green Technology College, and 
secondly in Saturday carrom clubs throughout June in St Hildas.  
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6. Outreach 
 

It was agreed that there should be a Friends’ presence outside the polling station on election day. 
Naseem is to create a rota nearer the time. 
 
The newsletter is ready to go to Abake and be ready for polling day. It was decided that it should go to 
every flat on the Boundary as well as to the usual sources, and the print run to be 2,000. 
 
Lara circulated a description of the Open Circus/Open Calendar project. A domain name needs to be 
decided asap.  Once that is fixed, a first version of the calendar could go up on-line around the end of 
May as the first phase. The second phase would put up details of legislation and local authority rules that 
people would need to know.  
 
A small steering group will assist Lara, comprising Leila, Robin and someone from Think Public whom 
Finn/Jamie will identify.  In the meantime, a bid will be put in to the Gulbenkian Foundation for the project. 
Leila described the Portuguese coffee kiosk, and will also put in a bid for it to Gulbenkian. 
 
Green Circus – Evon and Uli’s photographic project with Virginia School children – is going well, 
producing excellent work.  
 
Naseem asked for feedback on the Ambassadors scheme, a device for increasing involvement from the 
Boundary.  It was agreed that the group could easily assemble a core of people for a team, and that more 
could be recruited via the newsletter, signs in the estate (via Tower Hamlets Homes) and East End Life.  
There was a general feeling that an inducement was needed, but it should not be financial however 
small.  Farid suggested a draw for completed surveys. 

 
7. Renovation 
 

Naseem and Finn cannot make the steering group meeting next week. It was agreed Jamie, Caitlin and/or 
Chris Dyson might accompany Leila.  
 
Action: Naseem is to contact Skills Solutions about youth work experience. 

 
8. AOB 
 

Jamie is no longer able to commit to his responsibilities as a trustee and offered his resignation.   This 
was accepted with warm thanks for his work on the finances and his involvement with the Friends from 
the very start. 
 
Jean described seed-bombing, as part of Guerilla Gardening, on behalf of the Friends.  

 
9. Date of next meeting 
 

29th April 2010 at 6:50 pm, Leila’s Café 17 Calvert Avenue. 


