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Attending: Jalal Aziz (minutes), Naseem Khan (chair), Sabeha Miah, Finn Williams, Jean Locker, Jenny 
Bernard 
 
Observers: Alix McAlister, Farid Djebrouni, Marine Shah 
 
1. Apologies: Leila McAlister, Robin Hatton-Gore, Lara Garcia 

  
2. Minutes: the March minutes were accepted as an accurate record. 

 
3. Matters arising:   
 

Action: Naseem will follow-up with Robin on any response he has had from Rachel Liechtenstein or 
Iain Sinclair on their availability to speak at the AGM.  If not, Naseem will ask Dan 
Cruickshank whether he is available. 

  
4. Election Day – Survey and rota 
 

Naseem reported the following rota for Election day: 
 
7:30am to 9:00am Naseem and Leila. 
9:00am to 10:30am Marine and Robin 
4:00pm to 5:30pm Evon 
5:30pm to 7:30pm Naseem and Farid 
7:00pm to 7:30pm Finn and Farid/Robin 
 
The survey has been agreed and copies will be supplied by Naseem.  She particularly stressed that all 
the questions should be completed by surveyers so as to enable a full analysis. 

 
5. May 23: Arnold Day – publicity, volunteers, state of the site  

 
Naseem asked for ideas on publicising the event on May 23, Arnold Day. 
 
Finn suggested making use of the metal fence surrounding the circus.  Posters or a banner could be 
clipped to the fence.  The group discussed ways that the newsletter – with its timetable of events - could 
be delivered to all homes on the Estate, and rejected putting it inside East End Life. It was suggested 
that the Post Office may provide a service to distribute newsletters.   
 
Action: Naseem will check with the Post Office. 
 
Jean suggested pasting posters on the main door of each building on the Boundary Estate.  
 
In addition, we have made a specific commitment to Laura of Home Live Art to circulate Recipe posters 
on the Estate and other agreed sites.  The poster and announcement will be emailed to members and 
posted on the blog and FaceBook.   

 
Alix is working with Marine to establish a minimum of 15 core volunteers.  These would be called upon to 
provide support for upcoming events.  Immediate focus will be on the May 23rd event. Alix and Marine will 
coordinate stewards, but are relying on FOAC to man the members stall and the tea and cake stall. 
 
Alix reported that a party event will be held next week to thank past volunteers.  Few have responded so 
far, but Alix will make a phone call to each member to check for their attendance.  Those that attend will 
also be asked whether they can volunteer for this year’s events too.   
 
Actions: Naseem to ask Henry if a regular call for volunteers could be a constant side-bar on the blog. 

Naseem will check with Leila what arrangements can be made for the tea and cake stall. 
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Marine reported that Robin is close to ‘cleaning’ the details of members so that they can be reliably 
emailed.  
 
In respect of the readiness of the Circus for May 23rd, Finn reported that the Council have announced 
that the top tier will be available.  It will have the sub-surface but is unlikely to have the gravel laid.  The 
intention is to have it safe to run an event on the top tier.  Alix indicated that as the stairs will have been 
refurbished, it may not be necessary to have stewards be on the stairs.  Naseem said that the application 
for a licence had specified stewards on all stairs, though she agreed that their refurbished state might not 
make this any longer necessary. Finn proposed that health and safety issues be raised at the steering 
group meeting on 19th May.  
 
Naseem described Maki’s idea of having an incremental poster – a basic image with details of each 
event being over-printed and added as each new one emerged.  
 
She also reported that Alex Bettler had created a magnificent design for the monograph on Arthur Arnold 
that would be distributed on May 23 (Arnold Day) and be available thereafter. 
 
As an aside, Alix suggested having a tag line for the recruitment of volunteers on all printed materials 
from now on. 

 
6. Summer Programme Update 
 

Home Live Art and Spitalfields Music had asked for this item to be carried over to the next meeting since 
the situation was unchanged since the last meeting. 
 
However, Home Live Art were asking for feedback on one element. They propose having a large cake in 
the shape of the Bandstand for the Picnic and asked who should ceremonially cut it.  There was general 
agreement it should be an older resident and Joan Rose was warmly suggested. 
 
Action: Leila to be asked about Joan Rose and if she agrees, to contact Home Live Art. 
 

7. Outreach Update 
 

Finn reported that though the application to the Gulbenkian Foundation for the Electronic Noticeboard 
had been unsuccessful, it had usefully concentrated the planning group’s minds. The site would have 
two levels, moving from a simple calendar to a related guidance area that would tell people how to put on 
the activity they were proposing, in terms of permissions, legalities etc. It was planned to be very direct, 
with 5 simple steps. Lara would be circulating the text for this shortly 
 
Naseem reported that Tower Hamlets Arts and Events team had suggested investigating a Time Limited 
Event Licence since that would cover around 50 events in a year. She undertook to follow this up and 
pass the information on to Lara. 

 
Naseem recommended that an independent evaluation of the project is undertaken in order to support 
future applications for funds, perhaps by a cultural studies department in a university.  The idea was 
endorsed by the trustees.  Sabeha mentioned that the London Metropolitan University might have a 
department that serves such a function.   
 
Action: Naseem will contact LBTH Licensing Dept and look for university leads. 
 
Naseem reported that an organiser has been found for Carrom through Alfie.  His name is Nurul 
Choudhury.  He is very enthusiastic in taking on the role and has already planned to visit Mujibur 
Rahman’s Carrom Club. He will organise a sample session in three primary schools and oversee the 
Saturday club sessions at St Hilda, to be led by Mujibur. 
 
Naseem has reported on a development of the ambassador scheme discussed in the March meeting. 
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She had made contact with an organisation called Winkball who train reporters, and who had agreed to 
train a local group to video on the Boundary and at our events.  Training will take place two weeks prior 
to the event.  A protocol will be established on how the reporting will take place, with consideration for 
their safety being paramount.  The intention is also to have a range of ages recruited to act as reporters. 
She asked for suggestions of people and of questions to be asked.  

 
8. Finance 
 

The current balance is £32,271.98, which is a combination of monies in both Barclays and HSBC 
accounts.  The HSBC account is technically up and running, but the Barclays account will remain open 
for incoming funds. 
 
In preparation for the AGM, Jenny and Sabeha reported that the accounts were in order and that a draft 
set of accounts would be ready for next month’s meeting.  The only missing item concerned the Pumpkin 
Club. 
 
Marine is circulating budgets to all budget holders, including predictions of future expenditure. She asked 
that they please continue to check them, to ensure they were not exceeded or underspent. 
 
All three were warmly congratulated by the meeting for putting the finance in such good order. 
 
Naseem announced that Awards for All have given FOAC £9,970. News was still awaited from LBTH 
Arts and Events. 
 

9. T- Shirt Sale 
 
The T-Shirt sale has been announced on the blog for May 1 and 2.  Two interns will help support the 
sale, but otherwise volunteers were sought to provide cover.  The T-shirts will be sold for £10 for adults, 
and £5 for children. 

 
10 Vision Day follow-up 

 
Naseem recommended a small working group be set up to follow through the actions of the Vision Day. 
Finn and Jenny agreed they would form the group and would meet in July. 

 
11. AOB 
 

Naseem announced that the Young Foundation were in favour of carrying out a short case study on the 
Arnold Circus community/Council partnership and its relevance to wider government policy for local 
communities.  Naseem was warmly congratulated in having initiated this. 
 
Naseem had been approached by CREATE10, for the events to be part of a pre-Olympic programme. 
Our logo would be featured in their publications. Trustees were dubious about its value and advised her 
accordingly.  
 
Action: Naseem will reject the invitation.  

 
11. Date of next meeting 
 

27 May at 6:50 pm, Leila’s Café 17 Calvert Avenue. 


