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Attending: Jalal Aziz (minutes), Naseem Khan (chair), Jean Locker, Sabeha Miah, Jenny Bernard 
 
Observers: Laura Godfrey-Issacs, Farid Djebrouni, Marine Shah, Shanaz Rashid, Robin Hatton-Gore, Sam 
Lee, Richard Ing,  
 
1. Apologies: Leila McAlister, Finn Williams 

  
2. Minutes: the April minutes were accepted as an accurate record. 

 
3. Matters arising:   
 

Election survey 
A total of 7 hours was spent outside the polling station, administering short surveys that asked about 
people’s knowledge of and feelings about Arnold Circus and the Bishopsgate development. 
As on earlier occasions, people were keen to talk.  A total of 158 surveys were completed.  Of those 
surveyed, the possibility to garden scored very highly across all age ranges and ethnicities.   The results 
of the survey will be put to the council by Naseem. 
 
Naseem thanked all the volunteers who contributed to the success of the survey.  Naseem was thanked 
by the trustees for her sound statistical analysis and organisation. 
 
Arnold Day 
Despite the unfinished state of the circus and an exceptionally hot day, the brass band event on Sunday 
23 May went well.  The atmosphere was intimate and joyous.  
 
It was recorded that the trustees gave thanks to Melanie Arnold for cooking the delicious ‘Arnold’ biscuit 
given out on the day!   
 
Newsletter circulation 
Naseem reported that the Post Office would charge £500 for distributing 9000 leaflets.  This seemed 
expensive when compared with Link 2 (who distribute for Tower Hamlets Homes) who can distribute 
1000 for £110.  As less than 1000 leaflets were needed, the trustees agreed for Link 2 to be used. 
 
Naseem also asked that a letter inviting residents to events should accompany the newsletter.  This was 
agreed. 
 
Vision Day follow-up 
Naseem reported that a working group to follow through the actions of the vision would be held in July.  
Jenny and Finn have given dates.  Other trustees are to put forward their availability to Naseem if they 
are interested. 
 
On CREATE10, Naseem reported that the situation had been misunderstood and that was in fact an 
umbrella additional marketing device designed to publicise East London activities and could be a help. 
 
Pending actions 
Consideration for a volunteer side bar for the web site and follow-up of time limited licences with LBTH 
remain pending. 

  
4. Carrom Club and Contest 
 

Naseem introduced Shanaz Rashid, who manages the Bethnal Green Collaboration Project (BGCT) and 
is supporting the Carrom Club and contest.  The aim of the BGCT is to support year 6 pupils and their 
parents in their move to the Bethnal Green Technology College secondary school.  The project is funded 
by the council for 3 years and is halfway through the programme.  As an offshoot, all the primary schools 
are participating in a Carrom Board contest.  Forty children have already registered to join the Club set 
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up by BGTC!  A club will be held at St Hilda’s on every Saturday in June and will be run by Mojibur 
Rahman, while the Carrom Day and project as a whole is being managed by Nurul Choudhury 
 
Shanaz hopes to renew the project after its 3 year term, and that this will give long lasting roots to the 
Carrom competition.  Naseem has spoken with the chair of Governors at BGTC who welcomes 
community links, and potentially making the initiative a permanent tradition for their school.   

 
5. Summer Programme 
 

Music Events 
With the first music event a hit, there are four music events to follow; with this Sam Lee gave his report 
on the music programme.  With the biggest of the music events set for 13th June, Sam reminded the 
trustees of the array of styles and artists that will be presented; from DJs, Bavarian Strollers, the 
Swindlers and Gentry brass band, and the Veg orchestra!   It is an excellent partnership with Spitalfields 
Music who are making Music Road their opening Festival event. 
   
Bands will bring their own PA system, which led to a concern on the availability of power. However Sam 
has received a text from Spitalfields Music confirming that they would have use of a generator.    
 
Marine asked whether the restriction of entrances at the recent Brass Band event could also apply to the 
Music Road event.  This would reduce the load on volunteers to man all four entrances.  It was agreed 
that the event would run with two entrances. 
 
Action: In addition, Naseem will check whether the seating will be available by the 13th June.  Naseem 
will also ask Rochelle whether they the garden space can be used as a temporary store for benches in 
preparation for the day.   
 
Action: Marine will forward an email to Naseem detailing the amount of chairs available at Rochelle. 
 
Marine asked the trustees whether tea and water will be available.  It was decided that only water should 
be available, as it’s a morning and early afternoon event and unlikely that tea will go be sought after, 
particularly if it is a hot day. 
 
On 13th June, Marine will be available from 9am to organise the stewards.  Sam will also be available.  
Marine asked for more volunteers to support the day.  Stewards to bring hats in case it’s hot, and a bottle 
of water.  Naseem will coordinate a rota with Marine. 
 
Sam also reported that he would be absent for the 4th July event which will now be overseen by Lucas. 
Sam would pass the details on to Lucas.   
 
Picnic 
Laura reported that the collection of recipes for the community cookbook was well underway with great 
recipes submitted so far.  There was still time to submit a recipe and all trustees were urged to do so.  
Work will begin to develop the cook book as soon as the deadline is over on 28th May. 
  
The workshop to look back on recipes of old with the elderly group in St Hilda’s was a resounding 
success, with positive feedback given via Sabeha.   An artist has also begun work to develop a food 
installation with St Hilda’s.    A further artist is developing a fold-out map with annotated stories. 
 
On the day itself, there will be 25 artists’ stalls on the road around the Circus (14 of these artists were put 
forward by Maki).  Other organisations include Think Public, BGTC, St Hilda’s, plus other community 
stalls, will all provide participatory activities.  The top two tiers of the circus will focus on food and provide 
an open kitchen where St Hilda’s, Irene’s Café, Rochelle will cook dishes with free tasters. 
 
There will also be costumes and props to try, an Edwardian photographer who will be assisted by 
children.  A practice run of an interactive event with local school children is also underway. 
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There will be a big cake event, where folks will be invited to participate in icing, decoration, etc.  Joan 
Rose will be invited to cut the cake at 4pm. 
 
There will be three picnic sharing tables, a hundred cup cakes, and samosas from Irene, with someone 
else also providing blinis!   
 
Around the Circus, there will be an alternative vehicle event which is under development by Area 10 who 
are based in Peckham.  Laura has seen a preview and promises that it will be impressive.  It features a 
converted transit van, with a huge wheel on the top which will rotate to power a vintage record player 
hoisted at the front of the van!  Sounds weird but wonderful! 
 
The overall aim is to create a vibrant exciting day of activity and music and share some wonderful food! 
 
Sarah Wise has also agreed to give a talk on the day at 4:15 at Calvert 22 Gallery, and some of Richard 
Kearns’ lovely photographs of past Friends events will also be on display there. 
 
To publicise the event, a 10k leaflet drop will be made.  Leaflets will also be distributed via Virginia 
School book bags.  Maki is also developing a banner to go round the Circus fencing.  Laura will consider 
the use of Link 2, whose name is mentioned earlier. 
 
At points in the day, the bands will face different sections of the road, so that there is a focus of sound in 
one particular direction. Members stressed how important it was not to overwhelm the area with sound 
since it would upset residents. 
 
Richard Ing will be evaluating the picnic on behalf of Heritage Lottery.  Richard’s focus will be on the 
central story of the project, which is to celebrate the past history of the Circus through events.  He will 
also be looking at the impact of these events on the community’s awareness of local heritage. 
 
Naseem mentioned that the Museum of London is to run an event called Archaeology in Action on the 
16th July, two days ahead of the picnic.  The event will display the finds from the dig on the Circus and 
give pride of place to the wall-hanging made by St Hilda’s Women’s Group 

 
6. Finance  

 
Sabeha and Jenny reported that the final validated accounts will be available in time for the AGM.  At the 
time of the meeting, an excess of £342 was unaccounted for, but it is strongly believed the amount 
correlates with the expenses for the pumpkin gardening project.  Sabeha will confirm with Jenny. 
 
As of 31 March 2010, there were £24,100 restricted funds and £1,704.30 unrestricted funds, providing a 
total of £25,604.30.  £19k will be carried forward into 2010-2011 for the summer events. 
 
On this basis the draft accounts were accepted by the trustees present and would be submitted to David 
Bond for his inspection and approval.  
 
Current HSBC bank balance stands at £14,927.00.  The current Barclays balance was not available due 
to problems in ascertaining it on the telephone. 

 
7. AGM 
 

The AGM will be held on June 30th.  As a number of trustees seem likely to be resigning, there was no 
need to apply the rule of two thirds of our membership to stand down and to put themselves for re-
election.  Thus free spaces are available.  
 
Treasurer’s report verbal report will be given at the AGM, together with the accounts.  Chair’s report to be 
given by Naseem. John Bennett, author of the book ‘E1’ has confirmed his availability as speaker. 
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Action: Naseem will check with Leila on refreshments and arrange envelope stuffing of the AGM report, 
minutes and agenda. 
 

8. Outreach 
 

Naseem reported that Lara’s work to progress the Electronic Board is going well.  On the WinkBall video 
project a dozen people have been recruited to do the recording.  The first training session will be held on 
Thursday 3rd June at St Hildas. 
 

9. AOB 
 

 None were presented. 
 
10. Date of next meeting 
 

24 June at 6:50 pm, Leila’s Café 17 Calvert Avenue. 


