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Attending: Jenny Bernard, Farid Djebrouni, Robin Hatton-Gore, Naseem Khan (Chair/Minutes), Jean Locker, 
Leila McAlister, Sabeha Miah, Marine Shah, Finn Williams. 
 
Observers: Lara  
 
1. Apologies: Jalal Aziz, Gihan Choudhury  
 
2. Minutes: the June minutes were accepted as an accurate record. 

 
3. Matters arising: None 

  
4. Events 
 

a) Picnic: A success all round, especially pleasing that it had drawn in local people who had not been to 
an event before and who thought it ‘brilliant’. The standard of home live art’s production was particularly 
praised, and the way that the overall layout integrated the road with the gardens/bandstand area. The 
tables on the middle tier were especially liked.  Subsequently it’s been noticeable how much more used 
the gardens are now, although Leila pointed out that this made the regular traffic even more 
inappropriate. She had noticed children trying to cross the road on their own. For the future, Martin Sola, 
she reported, had offered to do a report for discussions over traffic management around the Circus. 
The Carrom was also thought to work well. The disparate elements of carrom, pigeons and Turkish 
drumming brought in different groups of people and contributed to its success. The number of 
competitors was fewer than had been hoped. It was generally felt that the high profile of the Picnic, one 
week later, had pushed other events out of people’s minds, though the postering, thought Jean, could 
have been better. 
 
b) Yousuf Ali Khan and his group, Surtaal, have agreed to play on September 12th. It was agreed that 
Jaida should be asked to make samosas again. Yasin will be billed on the poster as the introductory act. 
Klezmer Klub will bring their Yiddish songs to the bandstand on Sept 19th, together with beigels.  
Jenny asked if tea could be provided on both occasions, and Leila suggested Johnny Vercoutre be 
contacted to do it. Robin offered to be the main contact point for volunteers to be gathered together by 
Marine who will also seek to appoint a Senior Steward out of the number. 

 
5. Finance 
 

Sabeha reported balances of £14,928 (HSBC) and £28,196.36 (Barclays) as well as unbanked cash 
donations and sales of approx.£1,000. 
 
Budgets are now beginning to be closed and indicate an underspend in some areas. It was agreed that 
carrom underspend should be directed towards: 
 

 An open board every Sunday over the summer, with Gihan to be offered payment to take 
charge.  Action: Naseem to contact 

 

 Foldable bases for FoAC’s carrom boards. Action: Sabeha to check with Brick Lane Music.  
Small camping stools. Action: Naseem to check with Paul Singh 

 

 Pocket publication with the rules, pictures and details of trophy winners. 
 

 A possible underspend on Outreach identified directing it towards: 
 

 The Patrons’ Dinner/Tea (see item 7) 
 

 Outreach work for OpenOpen 
 



 

FRIENDS OF ARNOLD CIRCUS 

Committee Meeting 

29
th
 July 2010, 6:50pm, Leila’s Shop. 

 

2 of 3 

95479 v1 

6. Transition Chair 
 

Naseem reported a slight response to the call for a Transition Chair and had consequently devised an 
alternative solution.  This would distribute projects and areas of responsibility amongst trustees instead.  
The plan was seen as being a natural development, and a good way forward. The eleven categories of 
Naseem’s paper were expanded to include Volunteering, Community Liaison (Leila) and Physical Works 
(Finn).  It was recognised that co-options would be needed for Events and Volunteering. 
 

7. Future 
 

a) Gardening and Conservation. 
a. Action: Leila and Jean to set a future programme and financial needs for Gardening. 
b. Action: Marine/Sabeha to report state of budget after finance meeting on the 14

th
 August. 

c. Action: Finn to follow up the still undelivered Conservation Management Plan. 
 

b) Green Circus.  
 
Livvy Fink will do weekly workshops building trees from plastic bottles with 2 yr olds at Virginia 
Primary School in the autumn term.  Thor Mcintyre-Birnie will do an exploratory project building audio 
guides with children – ‘Child of the Boundary’ – in the spring term.  Lara described the OpenOpen site 
– designed to be easily accessible. It is planned to be up and running at the end of August.  The 
major challenge would be to get people to use it and the physical site. Wifi on the Circus could help.  

   
  Action: Leila to ask Marcus for advice. 

 
Lara proposed workshops with schools and St Hilda’s. Naseem suggested local doctors could be 
contacted to prescribe walking a number of times around the Circus as part of a healthy routine. Finn 
envisaged projecting live images on a shop window and Farid recommended flyers and posters.  

 
 Action: Finn to ask Henry if he could moderate the site. 
 
c) Patron’s Dinner/Tea 

 
 This was seen a thank-you event for supporters and volunteers, to follow directly on from the Sept 

19th event, at Rochelle, and to be a drinks and nibbles affair.  A small team would be recruited to set 
up and clear up the concert, so as to free up trustee/hosts. They would work with the stewards to be 
contacted by Marine.   

 
Action: Naseem and Leila to coordinate details and send invites, Marine will help with replies.  

 
8. AOB 
 

Richard Kearns has agreed to be FoAC’s Official Photographer, to everyone’s pleasure. 
It was agreed that Naseem should take the Excel Essentials course offered by LVSC and Robin the IT 
training.  
 
Action: Naseem to find an adv. Excel course for Sabeha. Robin to find First Aid courses at.  
Action: Trustees’ training to be put on the September agenda 
 
It was agreed that FOAC should join the London Parks and Green Spaces Network (www.lpgsf.org.uk). 

 
9.   Date of next meeting Thursday 30th September, 6.50pm, Leila’s café, Calvert Avenue. 


