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Attending: Jalal Aziz (minutes), Farid Djebrouni, Naseem Khan (Chair), Jean Locker, Leila McAlister, Sabeha 
Miah 
 
Observers: Lara Garcia 
 
1. Apologies: Jenny Bernard, Robin Hatton-Gore, Marine Shah, Finn Williams  
 
2. Minutes: the July minutes were accepted as an accurate record.   

 
3. Matters arising:  
 
 Following her discussions with local children, Leila is organising a homework club to be held initially at 

her shop. She asked for volunteers to help supervise the sessions, likely to be held in the early evenings.  
Please contact Leila for details.  
  

4. Review 
 

Naseem was keen to get feedback from the trustees on the centenary year, its events, highlights and 
scope for improvement.   
 
Sabeha felt that the picnic and the workshops held at St Hilda’s were exceptional in bringing the 
community together, particularly the Bengali folk.  With the workshops, the intergenerational relationships 
between young and old were rekindled, where Bengali elderly women reminisced nostalgically of their 
formative years in Bangladesh.  Sabeha felt a deep satisfaction and was thankful for an experience that 
reinforced a Bengali identity that resonated with other younger Bengali folk too.  Her one criticism was to 
bear in mind that any future scheduling of events targeted for the Bengali community would have to be 
not so near Eid.  
 
Farid, too, felt the picnic was a highlight with the quality of feedback being very high.  He was impressed 
with the high volume of attendance, which gave scope for the Friends to build on for future events.  The 
variety of musical events was equally rewarding to see, but he repeated concerns that the Yousuf Ali 
Khan lacked attendance and he wondered if we were reaching out enough. 

 
Jean and Leila reiterated the picnic as a highlight.  Jean said the picnic posters were, quite simply, 
amazing, but she felt the quality of posters fell for subsequent events.  Sabeha agreed and said more 
vibrant posters were needed to make a local impact. On the Yousuf Ali Khan, Jean knew of Bengali 
neighbours who, although they were unable to attend in person, listened earnestly from their balconies.    
The Music Road event was also very good, but the schedule of events was somewhat confusing; better 
clarity required if this is to be repeated next year.  Leila said that although the picnic was a fantastic 
success, attendance by locals seemed low.  Certainly the road closure helped reinforced the success of 
the event as did the widespread marketing.  

 
Jalal felt that 2010 overall was a tremendous year for the Friends, from the aims and hopes outlined in 
2009, to the planning and coordination that took hold at the beginning of the year, to the final fruition of 
the most lovely and diverse range of events and engagement with the community. 

 
Naseem concurred and her one emphasis was the surprise of folks that would not normally have 
attended our events, but did so due to the sheer momentum that was built in publicity, both word of 
mouth and marketing. 

 
Home Live Arts made a suggestion that next year we could consider running an overnight sleep-over 
with open fires and stories.  This was warmly received as a great idea, particularly as local children are 
unlikely to have experienced camping.   Naseem also announced that Spitalfields Music would consider 
another event next year.  Again, this was welcome, but that our role should be limited to community 
liaison rather than fund-raising.  
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Naseem asked the view of the trustees on Carrom, and a disappointing take-up this year. It was felt this 
had been affected by the full-scale publicity for the Picnic.  Naseem suggested that perhaps it could be 
integrating into wider community initiatives developing around the Boundary Estate Forum. But it was 
generally felt that Carrom should focus on the audience most enthused by the activity – which appears to 
be primary school age children.  Leila was happy to take on running games in the shop, as a precursor to 
running open-air games on the Circus during the summer months.  Jean expressed concern that an adult 
would have to supervise at all times, particularly if young people ended up taking the boards onto the 
circus itself.  Farid recommended a carrom league. Naseem reported back on the cost of using the 
carrom underspend on collapsible bases for the carrom boards and ‘fishing stools’. 

 
5. Preview  

It was agreed that 2010 had been a special year and that for 2011 a balance should be struck between 
low-key activities – Green Circus and the gardening – and the public events for which partnerships could 
be sought. Some events – such as brass bands – are small and affordable, and such events should have 
priority.  
 
A few invoices are still required before the 2010 summer events accounts can be completed, but an 
underspend is nevertheless indicated, Naseem explained, from Outreach and the Music events. It was 
generally felt that any balance from the music budget should go on Pavilion Brass and a return of 
Klezmer Klub. Funds that had not been allocated from Outreach could appropriately be directed to 
OpenOpen. Since the gardening work had had to be so constrained, the gardening budget is sufficient to 
cover activities till autumn 2011. Andy’s role should extend to caring for Arnold Circus plants located in 
Boundary Estate courtyards and the Wonder Garden.   
 
Actions: Leila/Jean to talk to Andy and to follow-up with Tower Hamlets Homes. Naseem to confirm with 
funders for the gardening programme that this is acceptable. 
 
Naseem asked Leila to follow-up with Maki on invoices for the posters and her own costs for serving 
refreshments at various events.   
 
Action: Leila to speak with Maki re invoices and to bill the Friends for her costs. 
 

6. AOB 
 

London Transport have introduced welcome plans to replace the end point for the 78 bus, from Calvert 
Avenue to Curtain Road. However, they intend to retain the Calvert Avenue stop for curtailed buses, and 
double-decker ones too. This would mean more disruption to the community, with heavier and more 
frequent empty buses circling the Circus. Members are encouraged to protest before the deadline of Oct 
29th.  

 
A review of patrons by the trustees felt that her lack of participation and response to invitations had 
effectively removed Baroness Uddin from the list of patrons. Leila reported patron Rachel Whiteread’s 
offer to fund-raise for a full-time gardener. This was appreciated though Jalal struck a warning note in 
pointing out the problems this could provide in needing regular funding year after year, 
 
Farid described the work being undertaken in a nearby open space by an artist, supported by Hackney 
Council, and his wish to connect with the Friends.  
 
Action: Farid is to ask him to email us so we can look at his work in situ. 

 
7.   Date of next meeting Thursday 30th November 2010, 6.50pm, Leila’s café, Calvert Avenue. 


