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Attending: Aziz Jalal (chair), Farid Djebrouni (minutes), Finn Williams, Jenny Bernard, Jean Locker, Leila 
McAlister, Sabeha Miah 
 
1. Apologies: Naseem Khan, Robin Hatton-Gore, Marine Bisaro Shah  
 
2. September Minutes: the published title of the September minutes was incorrect, and subsequently 

corrected.  Otherwise the minutes were approved.   
 

3. Matters arising:  None  
  

4. Finance 
 

The accounts are up to date, with the balance on the HSBC account at £17,500 Barclays at £16,000. 
Sabeha reported that work is underway with Marine and Jenny to produce the accounts in detail.  It is 
worth noting our events came in either within or below budget.   

 
5. 2011 Programme  

With the gardening programme, Andy wants to keep his light touch on the Circus for the time being due 
to restrictions by contractors’ obligations which will expire in July 2001. 
 
Once a budget is set for the Carom activities for 2011, it was suggested that new boards are purchased 
as the current ones have become worn. 
 

6. FOAC/LBTH Compact  
 

Farid reported that the meeting attended by Naseem, Leila, Finn and himself was extremely positive and 
constructive.  Certainly it was felt that the council was appreciative of FOAC’s work of the past six years. 
It was agreed that annual meetings would be held to strengthen our communication channels.  Finn will 
draw up a wish list of activities and roles and responsibilities between the Council and the Friends.  Finn 
will also draft a specification for the service level agreement between the Council and the Friends. 
 

7. AOB 
 

Andy wants a padlock to be put on the small gates to prevent dogs trampling the plants.  The idea of 
banning dogs came up strongly during the meeting. Suggestions of signs banning dogs were put forward 
and Leila suggested a commission by a local artist to make the signs so the public could be more 
responsive to it.  Is Arnold circus suitable for dog walking? None of the Friends attending the meeting 
thought so. 
 
Kevan Collins, Chief Executive for the London Borough of Tower Hamlets has accepted our invitation to 
the meeting on the 25

th
 November, and will come for the first hour. Folks were urged to make extra sure 

that they arrived on time, and if possible a bit early.  The trustees agreed to do a presentation.  Initial 
ideas were that Livvy Fink would present her work within the local community, Leila will do gardening and 
Finn will present back the specification draft for the SLA. 
 
Could Arnold Circus be used as a wedding venue? The question was raised after Sonia (a member of 
Leila’s staff) wanted to hold her wedding on the Circus.  Much discussion was held on the subject, and it 
was agreed that Sonia with support from Leila would do more research and report back to the group. 
 
The Friends are in receipt of a letter from Transport for London on their views to install Boris bike docking 
station on the estate, next to one of the blocks.   The FOAC thinks that the bus stand will be more 
suitable and Sabeha will write to TFL on behalf of FOAC. 

 
8.   Date of next meeting Thursday 25th November 2010, 6.50pm, Leila’s café, Calvert Avenue. 


