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Attending: Aziz Jalal, Farid Djebrouni (minutes), Finn Williams, Jenny Bernard, Jean Locker, Naseem Khan (Chair), Leila 
McAlister, Robin Hatton-Gore, Sabeha Miah. 

Observers: Edward Carter, Kevan Collins, Shazia Hussain, Lara Garcia Reyne, Livvy Fink, Peter Fink, Tom Wolseley,  

1.  Apologies: Marine Bisaro Shah 

 

2.  October minutes: Approved, with thanks to Jalal for chairing October trustees meeting 

 

3.  Matters arising: The issue of banning dogs from the Circus was raised again as they are still causing damage 

to the plants.                                                                                                            

 

The question will be raised during next SLA meeting between the FOAC and the Council, hoping that a solution 

will be found. 

The idea of Arnold Circus to become a registered wedding venue came back, as a second  person within a 
month had approached the Friends enquiring about the possibility of using it as a venue for the best day of their 
life.   The Friends will continue to review the matter. 

4. Gardening/Compact: Finn presented, eloquently, the SLA draft ( the final version will be posted on our blog) 

which consisted of a list of shared duties between the FOAC and the council, the latter’s contractor doing the 

heavy duty  work/maintenance and the FOAC taking on the ‘soft’ aspects and overseeing commissioning for new 

objects such as rubbish bins, benches etc. 

Shazia Hussain said that she was very happy with the draft and that this was the kind of partnership the Council 
was willing to help and encourage. 

Leila brought up the relationship with the Boundary Neighbourhood Forum and Agreement, and the relevance to 
the work of the Friends’ gardener.  Naseem stressed the importance of a working connection with Tower Hamlets 
Homes over the development, with the Friends, of the courtyards.  Kevan Collins and Shazia Hussain agreed 
that the work being carried out through the Neighborhood Agreement should and does include THH’s role.  

The issue of the road, traffic and the buses in particular was brought up, as well as various strands of opinions in 
the area about development as a whole. Peter Fink recommended the radical solution of the creation of home-
zones so that the green spaces were extended from the Circus.  Kevan Collins said he felt planners ought to 
attend the Friends’ meetings, though fully taking on board Jalal’s stress on the Friends’ independent existence. 

Kevan Collins commended the work on the draft Compact and felt it could form a blueprint for other bodies and 
initiatives.  Kevan also highlighted the importance of having a coherent view from all of the residents and 
stakeholders of the Boundary Estate for changes and future developments in the area. 

Action Finn is to re-circulate the draft to Trustees and then he and the sub-group will meet with LBTH to finalise 
the document.  

5. Outreach, Green Circus, Open Open: Livvy Fink presented past work by the children from Virginia School as 

part of the ongoing Green Circus programme.  Emphasis was given to the most recent work on recycling.  The 

drawings were gorgeous and their progress can be followed by logging into the Open/Open website for regular 

posts. 

 

Lara did a demonstration of how to best use the new look of the Open/Open website. Kevan Collins suggested it 

could be cross-referenced with LBTH’s own website.  Shazia Hussain suggested the open website was a good 

example of resident lead engagement through social media and will bring it to the attention of  of Glen Ocsko, 

from LBTH’s Communications Dept who maybe interested in developing similiar sites for Tower Hamlets. 

 

[Kevan Collins and Shazia Hussain left the meeting] 
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6.   Finance/Events: FOAC had made it to the shortlist for a Guardian Small Charity Award for OpenOpen, but sadly 

not to award level.  Open/Open website needs increased funds to take it to the next phase. Leila said that the 
money raised from filming, should be used to directly benefit the estate since that had been its purpose: she 
proposed a study of the feasibility of developing the closed stairwell. 

Action: Lara will forward the new budget for Open Open to Sabeha 

 

Action: Leila and Finn will explore a stairwells study 

 

Naseem felt that the Friends’ stock of cards were an underused asset and wondered about a wider retail 

exercise.  Farid said he was happy to sell them in his café. The ex-Trolley Gallery was also mentioned as an 

outlet for cards and T shirts.             

 

Action: Leila is to investigate a portable cabinet that will be able to move around to different outlets with 

FOAC wares. 

 

Action: The Finance sub-Group is to look at a retail policy and practice, including donations and pricing. 

Action:  Naseem to talk to Henry to make it easy for people to donate, a donation button should be added 
to the Friends’ site.   

Sabeha reported that the balance on the Barclays account was £12,077.88 and on HSBC was £17,357.00. 

Finally, thank you to Naseem for raising the astonishing sums for our centenary year.   

2011 events: an estimated £32,000.00 will be required to run the 2011 events. The picnic will be the highlight of 

the summer, with the traditional brass band delighting us again. We will maintain the Carrom contest and will 

continue gardening and the Green Circus. 

7   AOB: Tom Wolsely described his work with the neglected ‘park’ off Hackney Road, and invited people to the 

open day of his Cabin/container at the weekend. His vision is to see the space develop as a community 
resource. 

Finn drew the meeting's attention to the coverage of the Arnold Circus renovation in the premier plannng 
magazine, Regeneration and Renewal. Although it had inaccuracies, its general thrust in supporting community 
involvement was useful.  Finn is to respond to the piece and recommended a link to it be put on the Friends' own 
blog.  

8   Date of next meeting: January  27
th

 2011. note: there is no December meeting. 

 


