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Attending: Jenny Bernard, Farid Djebrouni (minutes), Naseem Khan (Chair), Jean Locker, Leila McAlister, Robin Hatton-
Gore, Finn Williams 

Observer: Megan Charnely 

1. Apologies: Aziz Jalal, Sabeha Miah 

 

2. October minutes: The November minutes were accepted as an accurate record. 

 

3. Matters arising: 

The subject of Arnold Circus being a wedding venue is still a matter of debate.  

Action:  Jean will find out more from the Town Hall, and Leila will try to speak to a registrar.  

Action: Naseem will contact Shazia Hussein regarding the presence of a representative from Tower Hamlets’ 

Planning Dept at our meetings. 

4. Winkball:  

The Friends had a preview of the first editing of the footage taking during last year before and during the 

refurbishment.  The feedback was good but it was felt that shots of the post-refurbishment and of Doris Mills 

ought to be included.  

 

Action: Megan Charnley kindly offered to contact her and film her on the Circus. 

  

5. 2011 events:  

The Friends decided to concentrate on three main events, Arnold Day in May, Carrom Day on June 19th and  the 

Sharing Picnic on July 17th. Everyone liked the  idea of the Klezmer band playing at the Circus, if financially 

feasible.  The AGM will be held on 13 June. 

 

Action: Farid to check there are no major national or local events on these dates.  

   

Action:  Naseem will contact East Side Books about a speaker and their presence with a bookstall. 

 

Action: Robin will contact the LSO to ask if they can perform with Pavilion Brass on Arnold Day. 

 

The suggestion from Home Live Arts for a sleepover arts event on the Circus was raised in an earlier meeting, 

and discussed again. Although some felt it would be a thrilling experience for local children, others were worried 

about noise and incursion of outsiders.  

 

Action:  Naseem is to contact Laura (HLA) to discuss further. 

 

6. Finance:  

Naseem is currently fund raising for this year’s events that are estimated to cost around £35,000. The finance 

sub-committee will meet at the weekend. 

 

Action:  Jean and Leila are to give Naseem their projection for gardening needs. 

  

7. Gardening:  

Andy is doing 3.5 hours/week work. The question of his also working with the courtyards on the Boundary Estate 

was raised and is to be explored with Tower Hamlets Homes and the Forum. Finn asked for the final SLA draft to 

be made available to all the Friends for their feedback within a week, and also for us to know the responsibilities 

we are taking on.  

 

Action: Robin  to circulate the final draft SLA to all members.  
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8. Outreach:  

a. Green Circus: 

The children from Virginia School are currently creating their own map of the Boundary Estate and Arnold 

Circus as the term’s project, led by Thor McIntyre-Birnie.  

b. Open/Open: 

Funds for OpenOpen have now been used up. Until more resources are raised, it was agreed it was 

important for all trustees and Friends to cooperate and use and promote the calendar. Leila has suggested 

that notice for when will be gardening should be posted as activities, also the trustees’ monthly meetings 

should be posted.  Naseem stressed how important it was to be able to cite possible outcomes and outputs 

when she tried to raise money for OpenOpen.  

 

Action: All trustees to register and when they can, post on the calendar.  

 

9. AOB 

Megan Charnley from the Royal College of Art explained the project she will be running on Arnold Circus entitled 

Cities in the Shade.  The project aims to explore the psychology of lighting the public realm and the practicalities 

of place-making while reducing energy consumption. However, as sustainability in lighting is not just about 

energy -efficient light sources, the project will also explore the role lighting can play in creating sustainable urban 

communities. The group agreed to help wherever possible, to suggest ideas and contacts for her to interview. 

 

Robin brought up the Communities Memories Archive at St Hilda’s, and proposed that the Friends’ material be 

archived there. There was some concern since a contract had been signed with the Bishopsgate Institute: Anna 

Salaman who had negotiated it had stressed this had to be exclusive.  

 

Action: Naseem will check with Anna. But otherwise, it was felt that material where the friends and St Hilda’s 

had collaborated (eg Bagaan) would be rightfully included in the Communities Memories Archive. 

 

10. Date of next meeting:  

Thursday, 24
th
 February 2011, Leila’s Café. 

 

 


