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Attending:  Aziz Jalal, Farid Djebrouni (minutes), Naseem Khan (Chair), Jean Locker, Leila 
McAlister, Finn Williams, Jenny Bernard, Marine  Shah, Robin Hatton-Gore 

Observer: Shazia Hussain, Pete Smith, Michael Bell (LB Tower Hamlets), Jason Caffrey, 
Christina Norton (Soundings), Alice Herrick, Megan Charnley 

1. Apologies: None 

 

2. February Minutes: The February were accepted as an accurate record. 

 

3. Matters arising: 

Winkball: The final edition of the video clip has been finished and was approved with 
one proviso. It was felt that the start should establish that originally – before decay 
set in – the Circus had been loved.  

Action: Naseem to make c.50 DVD copies and to put the link on the FOAC 
webpage, OpenOpen, YouTube and Facebook.   Naseem will also ask 
Winkball to shift the emphasis of the film so that the beauty of the Circus 
in the old days is included at the start.                      

4. Service Level Agreement (SLA):  

Finn explained the range of the SLA and its start date in June 2011.  Shazia said 
that to get LBTH legal guidance on the wording regarding OpenOpen would be 
straightfoward, and needed just one person to meet with a relevant person at the 
Toby Club where the unit is now based.   

Action:  Shazia would investigate and advise. 

The Gardening sub-committee should meet and work out a monitoring procedure for 
the SLA. 

Finn reminded Shazia etc that the Conservation Management Plan is still to be 
produced and Shazia is to follow it up. 

Naseem asked, since the Friends would be taking over some of the contractors’ 
work, if part of their payment could be diverted to the Friends. Shazia said this would 
not be feasible at this stage but that the arrangement always could be looked at and 
revised when times improved. 

Michael Bell and Pete Smith, LBTH, were welcomed.  

Michael Bell – Planning Manager - described the way in which the Local 
Development Framework and Core Strategy determined their work on the 
Development Management Document and Site and Place-making Document. 
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Local involvement has now become far more of a focus, and the team asked for the 
Friends’ input into the development of a new Development Strategy, specifically 
around upcoming consultation. 

Development would inevitably have an impact on local areas and communities, said 
Pete Smith, and the exercise on which they are embarking aimed to get people’s 
reactions at an early stage. This should point up what people liked in their area, what 
they wanted to protect and what they would like changed. These could then be tied 
into planning policies. 

They asked for the Friends’ assistance in pointing to groups to be contacted and the 
form and location of an event around the middle of May. 

Christine Norton (Soundings) expanded the discussion by outlining developments 
around Bishopsgate Goodsyard on which her organisation has been contracted to 
deliver community consultation.  

They had been working on this for some time, having mapped some 500 local 
organisations with a stake in the development. Their next stage would be outreach 
and to develop a set of themes from that process. 

She stressed that while the canvas was not totally blank, there were  many areas 
where input would be effective. This June they are planning a week-long event, and 
a newsletter to 12,000 people, invite people to review all interim findings in a series 
of design workshops. 

Action: Christine will send an invitation to FOAC members to Naseem to be 
circulated. 

Leila referred both groups to the work of OpenShoreditch and their comments on the 
Master Plan.  Jenny  and others emphasised how important it was for both exercises 
to be transparent and clear about what could be done, for expectations to be 
managed, and for a good amount of time to be allowed. 

The Huntingdon Estate application was discussed. Jason Caffrey asked for a non-
technical appendix to the Environmental Impact Study in order to make it more 
generally accessible. Finn recommended that pre-applications should be circulated 
earlier.  

How can these ideas feed into the Council’s work around the Development Plan? 
How can the team consult most effectively, where and with whom? It was 
emphasised by LBTH officers that there was a strong desire to engage with local 
people. 

Action:  Trustees and friends to send ideas and comments to Naseem around 
these questions, and the location and form of a consultation in May: to be 
forwarded to Shazia and the Development team. 
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5. 2011 Events:  

Arnold Day 28th May: Pavilion Brass Band have accepted our invitation to perform.  

Jason relayed results of his approach to the LSO: that their Community Choir would 
a) cost around £500 and b) would need a long notice.  Robin suggested the South 
Yorkshire Colliery Band.  

Naseem proposed people coming to the event be invited to bake Arnold Biscuits 
(invented by Melanie Arnold) and bring them. Approved. 

Action: 

 Leila to look after the promotion and publicity. 

 Farid to arrange the Council’s event licences. 

 Marine to organise volunteers 

 Naseem to put the recipe of the Arnold Biscuit on the blogsite. 

Carom Day 19th June: The Carom Café and Shop of Brick Lane have graciously 
agreed to participate in the event; their star player will take on all-comers. They will 
also be offering chai and lassi.  The Friends discussed promoting Carom in the local 
community and making access to tables easy to the general public 

Action: 

 Robin to oversee the event 

 Leila to contact the local youth about carrom board hiring 

 Jaida be asked to do samosas  

 Leila to do posters/publicity 

 Marine to help with stewards 

Sharing Picnic 17th July: This year’s picnic will not aim for the ‘wow factor’ of the 
2010 centenary year, but be more of an Austerity Picnic, with a more local and 
homespun feel. 

Action: 

 It will be organised by a sub-group to be convened by Leila 

 The roads around the Circus will be closed. 

 The Hackney Wheelers confirmed their participation 

 The bicycle ride around the Circus will take place 

 A table-tennis tournament to be confirmed 

 Food sharing custom who has always been the soul of the event will be 

encouraged more this year 

 Alice Herrick who works for the The End of the Road Festival in Dorset 

agreed to oversee the preparation and running of the event. The Friends 

were very appreciative  
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Action: 

 Leila to set up an organising sub-group 

 Alice to send CV to Farid 

 Megan to contact the group who run the table-tennis tournament at Rich 

Mix 

 

6. AGM: 

The AGM will take place on the 20th June and the Friends agreed that this year, 
weather permitting, it should take place on the Circus; St Hilda’s East Community 
Centre will be booked in case of inclement weather. 

Action: 
 Naseem to book St Hilda’s East Community Centre. 

 Jenny has volunteered to do mail merge for the AGM mail-out. 

 
7. Finance:  

Jenny reported that the FOAC’s balance of funds is: £6,341.44 largely restricted 

funding for summer events. 

8. Future Chair:  

This was Naseem’s last meeting as Chair.  The Friends thanked her for the depth of 

support to the group, which encompassed a wide range of activity, not least, her 

incredible feats at fundraising.  Naseem suggested that until a new Chair is found, 

the work is split into two areas:  

 

* Running meetings or regular operational duties. 

* Vision, i.e. looking after legalities, planning, development, fundraising, strategic 

vision, etc. 

 

The Friends will nominate and take on these areas and support the transition to a 

new Chair. 

8 AOB:  

1. Megan volunteered to look after the FOAC blog/Facebook page 

 

2. Alice Herrick to contact the ‘End of the Road’ Festival for possible performers 

regarding the Picnic. 
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3. Leila and Farid to liaise over current risk-assessment for the Parks/TEN 

applications. 

 

9 Date of next meeting:  

 

Thursday, 28thth April 2011 at 6:50pm, Leila’s Café. 

 

 


