
 

FRIENDS OF ARNOLD CIRCUS  

Committee Meeting Minutes of Friends of Arnold Circus trustees’ 

meeting held on August 4
th

 2011, at Leila’s, 17 Calvert Avenue, E2 7JP 

 

1 Of 4 

 

 

 

Present: Leila McAlister (Chair), Naseem Khan (Minutes), Finn Wiliams, Jean Locker, 

Robin Hatton-Gore. 

 

Observers: Alice Herrick, Megan Charnley, Eirene Chen; Simon Smith & Chris Durlacher 

(Century Films) 

 

1. Apologies: Jalal Aziz, Sabeha Miah, Jenny Bernad, Farid Djebrouni, Marine Shah 

 

2. June minutes: ‘Jay Lom’ should read ‘Jay Alom’. With that correction, the Minutes of 

June 30th were passed as correct 

 

3. Matters arising:  

Paypal’s conditions have now been met and it should be available imminently on the 

Friends’ blog. Action Finn is to send Jenny a link to Just Giving. 

 

 Robin reported that £881 had been pledged over the Carrom Marathon, to which 

Leila’s Shop had added £50. He has delivered this to Great Ormond St. 

 

4. Finance:  

Committee was delighted to learn that Tower Hill Trust had continued its support and 

it has proved possible to extend Andy Willoughby’s weekly gardening hours.  

 

Action Alice is to ask whether Rochelle could match this with the hours of its 

gardener that it donates to the Circus. 

 

No response has come from the Metropolitan Public Gardens Association, though 

several messages have now been left for the officer. 

 

No finance sub-committee members were present and the current balance was not 

announced. However, Jean has paid £265.90 raised from sale of T shirts £148) and 

donations box (£117.90) into the bank. £60 was raised from sale of Adam Dant’s 

map. 

 

Naseem will be reporting back on the Tower Hamlets grant shortly in order to release 

the final tranche of its grant.   

 

In future, the Council declared its intention to charge the cost of lost parking income 

when the road is closed. It was decided that the Parking Division should be written to, 

explaining the importance of the one annual road closure, with a copy to Arts & 

Events, and to the Chief Executive.  

 

Action Leila is to provide a name to Naseem who will draft a letter. 
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Alice described the prints portfolio she is working on assembling as a fund-raiser.  

 

The experience of an event on the Circus by Search Party generated a discussion over 

a) the charges for electricity used and b) the arrangement for outside groups to use 

power points and c) the use of Friends’ equipment.  

 

Actions  

1) Finn will contact Shazia to ensure that clear wording is inserted into the 

SLA and to sign off the SLA.  

 

2)  Alice will draw up an inventory of Friends’ equipment available for use 

by outside groups and draft charges.  

 

Jean pointed strongly out that human assistance  in setting up etc should be included. 

This should be available on OpenOpen and the blog. Alice undertook to be the first 

point of contact for queries. 

 

5. Outreach/Green Circus: 

Leila described the work that Lindsay Sekulowicz would undertake with Virginia 

Primary School around insects and ecology in the autumn term.  Naseem outlined the 

project around games that would feature in the following term and was planned to 

feed into the Picnic. 

 

Simon Smith asked about Thor’s ‘mapping’ project and Naseem is to give him a 

contact. 

He and his colleague described the wealth of material they had assembled for the 

hour-long film featuring Arnold Circus that they are making, as part of their 6-part 

BBC2 series, ‘Secret Streets’. Committee was enthusiastic about its thrust, and 

offered a number of contacts and thoughts.  

 

The team offered to pass historic reports and material on to the Friends after the film 

has been screened, and were also keen to present it to the local community. They also 

agreed to come to the AGM on June 11th and tell people ‘the inside story’ of making 

the film. 

 

6. Picnic Review 

 

Alice was warmly congratulated for a magnificent job.  The rain and bad weather had 

been a problem but despite that, numbers were high, spirits were good and a good 

cross-section of local people attended, as the film evidence shows. 
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The music – especially Heads & Hearts – had brought a big following.  The Polaroid 

photographer had taken 106 photographs of people, and the cherry-spitting activity 

had been a major hit. Megan’s LED-shimmering balloons had been magical.  

 

Wet weather had prevented the Cycle Workshop, but it is to take place now on August 

13th. 

 

Jean recommended that a core groups of 6 stewards should be paid in future since 

setting up and dismantling in particular were heavy jobs. There was general sympathy 

for the view. 

 

7. 2012 Future planning:  

 

Naseem has circulated a paper that proposes a focus for the year and that also details 

the responsibilities of the diffused ‘chairs’. On the later, she said part of her role 

would be to direct queries to the right quarters. It was agreed that people should 

undertake to answer queries within 7 days as part of good practice. 

 

It was generally agreed that 2012 should: 

 

 Work towards a strategy that would start to tackle the problem of the road, and 

the separation that it had established between the Circus and the Estate. 

 

 Actively promote OpenOpen as a way to increase activities instituted by other 

people, and use events as a way to promote OpenOpen. 

 

 Continue the established three events (Arnold Day, Carrom and Picnic) 

 

 Aim to take forward a few small interventions, possibly around using the 

Circus for exercise, and connecting designers and local groups. 

 

In order to do that, the following actions were agreed: 

 

 Finn will contact LBTH in order to see how a developer might be encouraged 

to fund a feasibility study over the impact of closing or modifying the use of 

the road. Leila suggested that that could form part of the parking consultation 

planned by LBTH, and Finn is to suggest this extension to Shazia. 

 

 Leila is to contact the trainer who works out regularly on the Circus, abut 

suing the Circus for fitness., and Martino Gamper 

 

 Naseem is to continue with a fund-raising strategy as outlined, focussing on 

the way in which the programme centres on Olympics values while 

rearticulating them in terms of the local community. She will liaise with Alice 

over integrating the theme of games into the major Olympicnic.  
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8. AOB:  

 

Kei Yoshino would like to use the Circus for a balloon installation one-day project.  

He is to be directed to OpenOpen. 

Photographers Jon Spencer offered his ghostly image of the Circus for a Friends’ 

postcard. Naseem will bring a sample of his work to the next meeting. 

Time Out has nominated Arnold Circus as one of the 101 things a visitor to London 

should not miss. 

 

9. Date of next meeting:  

 

6.50pm on September 29th, at Leila’s Shop.  


