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Date:  Tue 28
th
 February 2012 

 
Attendance: Farid Djebrouni (minutes), Jean Locker, Finn Williams (Chair), Robin Hatton-

Gore, Marine Shah, Leila McAlister, Jason Caffrey. 
 
Observers: Lara, Jerome, Jerlyn Jereunpoon, Tom Jarvis 
 
Apologies: Sabeha Miah, Aziz Jalal, Naseem Khan, Jenny Bernard 
 

1. Previous minutes:  
 

The January 2012 minutes were accepted as an accurate record. 
 

2. Matters arising  
 

3.1 Jason will write a letter to the council challenging the high fee they have charged 
Andrew Clark who is organising an open wedding in the Circus inviting people to 
witness his event, which will include Scottish bagpipes among other things. 
 

3.2 Leila will contact Shazia Hussein from Tower Hamlets Council concerning the road 
closure during the Friends’ events. 
  

3. Open Open 
 

3.1 Lara, Jerome and Jerlyn spoke about the new changes they want to introduce to the 
website to make it more accessible, user-friendly and easier to navigate. Also, they 
want to invite different groups within the neighbourhood to use the Open/Open site 
and turn it into a link between all these different bodies and a window to the 
community. 
 

3.2 Lara and Jerome will be doing some fundraising to finance the Open/Open project 
and will be meeting Naseem in the near future to introduce them to the procedure. 

 
3.3 Jason and Finn suggested Open/Open uses existing online platforms like Facebook, 

Flickr, Panoramio and Twitter as much as possible to build the amount of users and 
connections with other initiatives. Using direct feeds from other websites would be a 
useful way of not cross-posting or doubling up work. 

 
3.4 Finally, the Friends, Lara and Jerome thanked Jerlyn for her contribution to the 

Open/Open project. 
 

4. Lighting 
 

4.1 Tom Jarvis, from Hamlyn Centre Design, is doing a project on how to improve the 
lighting in and around Arnold Circus including the Boundary Estate. Tom explained 
how people are attracted to light and how this may encourage positive nocturnal 
activities in the area to help with safety. Tom has come up with a fantastic outdoor 
light made of steel tubes like the ones used for scaffolding. The Friends have agreed 
to introduce him to the Boundary Estate Manager to take him around the Estate and 
show Tom the areas where lighting could be improved.   
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4.2 Leila generously allowed Tom to use the cafe during the week to meet and survey 
local people and try to gather the maximum information possible to help the project. 

 
5. Gardening 

 
5.1 Green Circus: Jean finished the writing of the new report to be sent to Tower Hill 

organisation for new fundraising. 
 
5.2 Andy still has Rob working alongside him on the Circus and he is very happy with the 

help Rob is providing. 
 

6. Shared Surface 
 
Shared Surface for Arnold Circus: 

 
6.1 The Friends agreed that we should progress with the ambition to improve the road 

around the gardens – Arnold Circus. The advantages would be safer access to the 
gardens, traffic calming, better accessibility (by enabling people to use the space 
without going up stairs), improving the setting of a ‘heritage asset’, and reducing anti-
social behaviour. Options could range from a shared surface (raising the road to the 
level of the pavement and re-surfacing it), to part-pedestrianisation on certain days 
using retractable bollards, to full pedestrianisation.  

 
6.2 Finn suggested the Friends concentrate on making the project a political priority by 

contacting local ward Councillors and the Cabinet member for the Environment 
(Shahed Ali) at the same time as demonstrating local support through an online 
campaign. We could then look to get the proposals costed and added to the 
Council’s list of infrastructure improvements that need funding. 

 
6.3 Leila and Jason will contact local Councillors to raise the issue amongst other things. 

 
7. Next meeting:  

 
Date of next meeting: 6.50pm Tuesday, 27th March, Leila’s Café. 


